
Withrow Avenue Junior Public School - School Council Election By-Law  

General  

1. The current school council will establish a school council election committee. The 
committee must ensure that a new council is in place within thirty (30) days of the start 
of the school year. ��� 
 

2. In any given year, the term of office for all school council positions, except Co-Chairs, 
is one year. ��� 
 

3. Withrow School Council will be led by two Co-Chairs, who commit to serving a 
minimum term of two years. The maximum term for either Co-Chair is three years. 
Whenever possible, the terms will be staggered, so that there will always be one chair 
with at least one year of experience in the role. ��� 
 

4. In any given year there shall be (15) parent/guardian representatives on School Council 
including the following positions: Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Fund-Raising Chair, 
Greening Committee Chair, Liaison/Advocacy Chair, and 9 members at large. ��� 
 

5. The school council election committee shall circulate a description of the available 
positions at least fourteen (14) days prior to the election. ��� 

Election of parent/guardian representatives  

6. Parents/guardians of students enrolled at the school are eligible both to vote for and to 
run as parent candidates. Self-nomination will suffice. No additional qualifiers or quotas 
may restrict eligibility either to vote for or to run as parent candidate. Candidates should 
be prepared to summarize their reasons for running for school council. They must also 
declare if they are employed by the Toronto District School Board. ��� 
 

7. Nomination forms shall be filed by all parent-candidates for elected positions on the 
school council. Parents may nominate themselves or other parents. Nominations will be 
accepted up until 5:00 p.m. on a declared date no earlier than fourteen (14) days prior to 
the election and no later than ten (10) days prior to the election. ��� 
 

8. Information about candidates shall be made available to the school community at least 
one week before the election. ��� 
 

9. If the number of candidates is less than or equal to the number of positions, the 
candidates shall be acclaimed. ��� 
 



10. No individual campaign literature for school council elections may be distributed or 
posted in the school. ��� 
 

11. School resources, both human and material, may not be used to support particular 
candidates or groups of candidates. ��� 
 

12. The date, location, and time of the election shall be publicized by the school council 
election committee at least fourteen (14) days prior to the election.  
��� 

13. The election day proceedings shall be supervised by (principal or election committee). 
 

14. Election for school council shall be conducted by secret ballot. ��� 
 

15. All eligible voters shall be entitled to cast one vote for (*a member at large, the chair, 
the treasurer, the secretary, the fundraising chair, the greening committee, chair, the 
advocacy chair*...or for the number of positions available on council and then let 
council sort out positions...). ��� 
 

16. Ballots shall be counted by (the principal) in the presence of at least two parents who are 
not election candidates. ��� 
 

17. If there is a tie for the final position for a representative on school council the winner 
shall be determined by lot.  
��� 

18. The election committee shall help the principal ensure that the names of new members 
are publicized to the school community within thirty (30) days of the election. ��� 
 

19. At the first meeting of the new school council at the beginning of the year, the council 
shall set dates, times, and locations for its meetings throughout the year. ��� 

Vacancies  

20. Should an elected parent/guardian council position become vacant before the next 
election, the school shall fill the vacancy by appointment from the non-elected 
candidates from the previous election. ��� 
 

21. If none of the previous candidates remain interested in becoming a council member, the 
council may request that interested parent/guardians from the school community submit 
their names for consideration. The council may then appoint one of those who indicate 
an interest. 
 ��� 

22. When a vacant spot on council is filled, the new member’s term shall expire at the time 



of the next election. ��� 

Withrow Avenue Junior Public School - School Council Conflict Resolution By-Law  

1. Every school council representative shall be given an opportunity to express his or her 
concern or opinion about an issue at dispute and how the dispute has affected him or 
her. ��� 

2. The Chair’s responsibility is to clarify the statements made by all speakers, to identify 
common ground among the points of view raised, and to set out the joint interests of all 
members. ��� 

3. If no common ground can be identified, the Chair will seek to clarify preferences among 
all members before proceeding further. ��� 

4. If all attempts at resolving the conflict have been exhausted without success, the chair 
shall request the intervention of an independent third party to assist in achieving a 
solution to the dispute. The independent third party may be a board official or another 
individual mutually agreed upon by the parties involved in the dispute. ��� 

Withrow Avenue Junior Public School - School Council Conflict of Interest By-Law  

1. “Conflict of Interest” means any matter in which a school council representative, 
members of his or her family, or business entities in which he or she may have an 
interest, stands to benefit either directly or indirectly by a decision of school council. ��� 
 

2. A Conflict of Interest may be actual, perceived or potential. ��� 
 

3. A school council representative should declare a conflict of interest and excuse him or 
herself from discussions and voting on matters in which a Conflict of Interest is likely 
to result. ��� 
 

4. A school council representative shall not accept favours or economic benefits from any 
individuals, organizations, or entities known to be seeking business contracts with the 
school. ��� 

	  


